
 
 
The Adamthwaite family at Quambatook: 
1878-1978 
This article was written by Vida Adamthwaite in 1978, to celebrate the centenary of the family's arrival at Quambatook, in 
Victoria, Australia.  Vida was the daughter of Alfred Edmund Adamthwaite and Ellen (Gulley) and granddaughter of Joseph 
Adamthwaite and Emma (Smith).  It has been edited and updated by Elizabeth Adamthwaite. As well as the many 
illustrations on the following pages, you can see more photos of Quambatook in the Photo Gallery. 
 
The name of Adamthwaite is a very ancient one in the county of Westmoreland, North-Western England, and was 
first recorded in the Pipe Rolls of Cumberland (County North of Westmoreland) in 1248 and 1249. The "thwaite" 
ending means "an open space cleared in the forest". The prefix refers to the name of the settler as in ADAMthwaite. 
  
Down through the ages, there seem to have been Adamthwaite farmers in Westmoreland, but there were many 
interesting sidelights to their general character.  For instance, there were Adamthwaites who were Quakers at the 
time of the religious persecution in the 17th Century. 
  
One, John Adamthwaite, in the Eighteenth Century, was a brilliant clergyman and passed his B.A. and M.A. 
Degrees at Oxford and Cambridge, also his B.D. and D.D.  In addition he was a theological writer.  A nephew of his 
was Principal of an Academy at Winton, Westmoreland, at the time of Charles Dickens. Various reports surround the 
conduct of this establishment, but it must have been a fairly reasonable school, for it survived the Dickens' 
tirade.       [Elizabeth writes:  no, it was awful, the boys were starved and quite a few of them died whilst they were 
pupils at the school.  See the Seven Reverends Adamthwaite for a truer picture] 

 
 Joseph Adamthwaite (grandfather of the present Adamthwaites of 
Quambatook) was born at "Woodside" near Winton, Westmoreland, and 
was the youngest of four sons [of Edmund and Ann (formerly 
Stout)].  There were also two sisters, one of whom was younger than 
he [these were Ann and Jane].  One of the older brothers, John, 
migrated to Australia in the 1850s (the time of the Gold Rush).  One 
(Christopher) went to New Zealand, and the youngest brother, Joseph, 
followed to Australia where his older brother John had settled in 
1854.   He mined for gold at Ballarat and Ararat.  [Christopher eventually 
returned to Australia, where he died in Queensland in 1864] 
 
Joseph married Emma Smith in 1864 at Langi Gheran.   Her parents 
were Joseph Smith and Mary Ann Hickling.   This Joseph was a 
surveyor, and had done extensive work all over the United Kingdom. His 
and Mary Ann's eldest daughter, Emma, was born at Preston, 
Lancashire, in 1845. 
  
They made their first home at Moyston, near Ararat, and Joseph 
continued his mining operations until 1878. It is recorded that he made a 
"rise" at the Kangaroo Mine, Moyston, but that he lost it all through the 
hard times which followed. 
 

Figure 1: Joseph Adamthwaite 



   
The country in North West Victoria, which until then had been held by 
station owners (sheep squatters), was then thrown open for selection, 
so as the gold was petering out and he hadn't made his fortune, 
Joseph was forced to turn his attentions to pastures new. Moreover, 
by this time, he and Emma had six children to support. . Alone, 
Joseph journeyed up to Quambatook to select a block. He chose 240 
acres along the Avoca River and then returned to Moyston.  As 
Joseph was a carpenter, in all probability he would have built the hut 
to provide some sort of shelter for the family when he made his first 
journey in 1876. This hut, built of pine logs and mud with open 
fireplace and dirt floor, became the kitchen of the original home. 
  
In the year 1878, he and his family with all their worldly possessions, 
made the long trip to Quambatook.  Joseph's first concern would have 
been to build a house to shelter his family. Joseph built a neat 
weatherboard cottage made from some very hard local timber.  The 
cottage had four rooms — three bedrooms and a sitting room.  The 
log and mud hut was used as a kitchen, and when the weir was 
constructed, some years later, the ends of the slabs were used for the 
blocking of the floor. These blocks were used many years later to 
make a floor in the garage and may be seen there today. A mud brick 
dairy was added to the end of the kitchen, and there was a 
cellar.  The building had an iron roof, fastened on with screws and 
washers. 
  
Aborigines were in the district along the Avoca River, but between the 
years of 1866 and 1880 they began to disappear. Their last great 

gathering, with its customary rituals, was held about the year 1880, and after that time they could be seen just in 
small wandering groups. Along the Avoca River can be found traces of their ovens, etc. but very few, if any, burial 
grounds, which would indicate that they did not live permanently in this area, but just moved here seasonally. 

The first generation of the Adamthwaite 
family could well remember seeing a 
Corroboree at a spot along the river where 
the Quambatook Weir now stands. It is 
recorded that daughter May (Mrs Davis), 
then only three years old, remembered all 
her life the crying, howling and yelling of the 
aborigines as they participated in the 
corroboree, with all its ancient ceremonial 
ritual.  Around the river, the trees stripped of 
bark may still be seen; the bark having been 
used as lean-to shelters by the aborigines. 

  

Figure 3:  the original homestead, pictured during the 1909 flood 

Figure 2: Emma Smith 



The first Quambatook Post Office was 
set up in 1879 in the home of Joseph 
and Emma, and Emma was the first 
Post Mistress.   At the early age of nine 
or ten, the eldest son, Edmund, used to 
ride on horseback to Glenloth to collect 
the first mail to the district.  In later 
years, the mail was brought by coach, 
which came through from Glenloth (the 
rail head) to Quambatook and on to 
Kerang, three days each week.  A 
change of horses was made at 
Budgerum.  It would have been in the 
year 1893 or 1894 that the Post Office 
was moved into the town area.  In 
1929, the present Post Office was built, 
and son Edmund was one of the 
citizens who pressured the "powers 
that be" to obtain such a fine building 
for the town. 
 

Dry seasons and droughts made it imperative for the early farmers along the river to investigate the possibility of 
constructing weirs at certain spots to provide water for irrigation.  Joseph was a member of the committee which 
researched these possibilities, and due to that committee's recommendations,  the first weir was constructed in 1883 
opposite the old home and Joseph was the first farmer to use the water for irrigation purposes. These early settlers 
dreamed of a day when irrigation would be possible on a large scale, but because of the uncertain flow in the river, 
this dream was never realised. 
 
In the very earliest days of settlement, St. Arnaud was the nearest rail head, from which goods were brought by 
bullock dray or waggon, and to which wheat was carted.  Sometimes the trip would be made with a small load of 
wheat which would be taken to the flour mills to be ground, and then brought back as flour, pollard, bran, etc. 
  
Most settlers kept a few pigs, a cow or two, and some poultry, so that the family was fed on porridge made from 
ground wheat, from bread made of flour, eggs from the poultry, milk and butter from the cow and bacon and pork 
from the pigs.  As Fred, son of Joseph, has written: "What if the porridge contained a few husks to scratch your 
throat as it slid down; its roughness was the hallmark of quality."  Luxuries such as sugar and treacle had to be 
bought from stores at the rail head.  Bread was all homemade, and of course, the settlers slaughtered their own 
meat.  What a busy time Emma and her daughters must have had in preparing and cooking family meals under 
these conditions. 
 
The settlers became very resourceful and it was a case of "necessity being the mother of invention".  Later Charlton 
became the place for shopping and the outlet for produce, etc.  Then nearer still at Glenloth, and finally, the railway 
came through to Quambatook.  So the old river road from Quambatook to Charlton had many memories and 
associations for the first generation of the Adamthwaites in Quambatook. It was a slow trip, even when covered by 
horse-drawn wagons or carts, and the travellers would be pleased to call in on settlers living on, or near the track, to 
enjoy a chat and a meal.  Very often they would stay overnight and continue their journey the next day.  Friendships 
formed were very deep and lasting in those early pioneering days, when every settler depended so much upon his 
neighbours and his neighbours likewise depended on him, in prosperity or adversity. 
  
The railway came to Quambatook in the year 1893 after many months of negotiations with the Government of the 
day. Joseph was chairman of the local committee which promoted the plan to bring the line from Boort through to 
Quambatook.  In 1893, there was a great depression in Melbourne, so the Government agreed to send gangs of 
men to build the line.  It took some time to obtain the consent of some farmers between the two towns to accept 
some compensation for loss of land and to let the line come through.  Now Quambatook was on the map and from 
then on the town began to grow. The school and the hall were moved into the new town area, and other businesses 
were set up. 
  
In the earliest times Quambatook was part of the Swan Hill Shire which extended to the South Australian border.  As 
more settlers came to Kerang and surrounding areas, there was a strong move for severance from Swan Hill and for 

Figure 4:  Quambatook Post Office, built 1929 



creation of the Shire of Kerang.  Here we find that Joseph was a powerful advocate of this change, and a member of 
the committee which was successful in the year 1896, when Quambatook became part of the Kerang Shire. 
  
A school was built in 1879 near the weir opposite Joseph and Emma's home, and to this school went all the young 
Adamthwaites of school age.  However, due to lack of numbers, this school was closed in 1891, and some members 
of the family had to travel to a school along the river south of Quambatook.  They travelled by horse and buggy and 
their teacher was Mr McDonald.  In those days the Government paid sixpence per week per child as a travelling 
allowance for any distance over three miles. When the town began to develop after the coming of the railway in 
1893, school was held in the old Mechanics Hall building and the first teacher was Annie, second eldest daughter of 
Joseph and Emma.  She had received her education by winning scholarships, and then returned to be the first 
teacher at State School 2443.  The first school building in the town was erected in 1900, in River Street, and to this 
school went the second and third generations of Joseph and Emma’s family.  Now the new school stands on the new 
site to which the first Quambatook school was moved about 25 years ago and the fourth generation of the family is 
attending this school today [this was written in 1978 ... are there still Adamthwaite children attending?] 
  
The old hall situated at the weir was moved into the town to become the supper room of the new Mechanics Hall, 
and it was Edmund, the son of Joseph, who used a team of bullocks to carry out this operation. 
  
Joseph and Emma were Anglicans and the first remembered visit of an Anglican clergyman was in 1885, when Rev. 
Gordon Hayward of Inglewood made the journey to Quambatook and stayed overnight at the old home.  While there, 
he baptised three of the family. 
  
The early settlers had to depend for medical aid on a doctor as far away as Charlton.  Many times when the river 
was in flood, the doctor could not come and the Adamthwaite family, along with other such settlers, had to depend 
largely on their own resources and on home cures.  Neighbours helped one another, but sometimes in spite of all 
care, lives were lost because medical aid was so far away.  Medicines found in the family chest included: 
Greathead's Castor Oil, Senna Tea, Licorice Powder, Zambuck Ointment, Hypol, Olive Oil, Eucalyptus and Fluid 
Magnesia. 
  
The first crop to be sown on the farm was that of one quarter of an acre of carrot seeds in the year 1882.  This turned 
out to be a very dry year and the seeds did not grow, but in the following year there was a crop of carrots, enough for 
the family's own use. The first ploughing of the paddocks was of paramount importance and the furrows had to be 
straight. One man had to drive and the other strike the furrow.  The plough was drawn by horses; the seed sown by 
the broadcast method, and it was in 1883 that the first successful corn crop was grown in the forty-acre river 
paddock.  Although the rainfall was rather light, there was a harvest.  The whole crop was threshed by an old-
fashioned threshing machine from the Charlton district (Chambers).  Binding of sheaves of hay was all done by hand 
and great care and pride was taken in the building of the 
hay stacks. 
  
In 1884, corn was grown in the eighty acre paddock 
north of Mildred St.  In the year 1891 a Show was to 
be held at Doncaster, England.  A request was made 
by the Victorian Government for samples of wheat and a 
sample from the 1890 crop grown on Joseph and 
Emma's farm was chosen.  It was the bearded type, 
"Champlain Hybrid" by name, and had to be measured 
by an imperial bushel measure; one was made 
especially for this purpose.  The grain was very carefully 
selected by the sons and when measured, it weighed 
69½ pounds to the imperial bushel. 
 
The Victorian exhibit won first prize against others 
from all over the world, and the Quambatook farm 
sample was part of that exhibit.  The certificate which 
was sent to Joseph from the Doncaster Exhibition is in 
the hands of Joseph's grandson, Alfred, today. 
  
The first settlers used the single furrow set plough, the 
disc, the tyne cultivator with rigid tynes, harrows, etc., to 
prepare the soil, and reaper, stripper and winnower to Figure 5: The Victorian Exhibit at the 1891 Exhibition 



harvest.  During the first twenty years of agriculture, the threshing machine travelled from farm to farm after carting in 
had been completed.  The thresher would have a large team of men for whom the womenfolk would have to cater for 
all meals, lunches, etc.  This was a very strenuous undertaking in the hot summer months.  The men on the thresher 
would be just casual labourers, and would sometimes start quarrelling — then walk off the 
job.  A story is told of one threshing contractor who pulled out with all his men, because for nine days, they had been 
fed with twenty-seven stews! 
  
Bullock waggons and then horse-drawn waggons were used for all heavy carting and ploughs were drawn by either 
bullocks or horses in the early days.  Later, the stump jump plough was introduced, having been used very 
successfully in the Mallee country.  Until 1896, only the aristocrats among farmers owned a harvester. 
  
There is a story told that a neighbour (Cottrell) purchased a 12-row seeding drill and this was quite a new implement 
in those times.  Joseph's son, Arthur, who was a good mechanic (self-taught) was asked to assist their neighbour 
with the setting up of this new drill.  Thanking him for his assistance, the neighbour said he could have a loan of it to 
sow a paddock on his father's farm.  Both Arthur and Edmund thought this was a great idea, but not Joseph, who 
was not at all happy that the crop should be sown in this way.  In fact, he insisted that it be done by the broadcast 
method as usual.  However, Joseph spent a lot of his time up the town with his wheat buying and other agencies, so 
Edmund and Arthur set to work and sowed the paddock with the drill — taking care to make the furrows run across 
so that Joseph when walking or driving past would not notice. The crop came up beautifully and Joseph said: "Now if 
you boys had had your way with that —— drill, there would have been no crop at all!" 
  
Such was the generation gap, even in those days. 
  
It is very interesting to note the prices for farm products in those early years, and the wages paid: 

 wheat realised 1 shilling and 6 pence per bushel; 
 wool, 6 pence to 9 pence per pound; 
 fat sheep, 8 shillings per head; 
 store cattle, £2 per head; 
 fat cattle, £7 per head; 
 Aafarm hand received 17 shillings and 6 pence per week and his keep; 
 shearers earned 10 to 12 shillings per hundred. 

  
When nineteen years of age, Edmund, son of Joseph, built a thatched stable, one hundred feet long, and this stable 
has been demolished only in recent years.  The old home near the pepper trees, was pulled down in the late 1930s. 
About that time, a man who was camping in the house found a wedding ring which had been lost by Grandma 
Emma, many years before. 
  
 Let us now consider just what sort of people were Joseph and Emma. Joseph was a carpenter, and is listed as 
coming to Australia on the “Star of the East".  He took on contracts building schools while waiting for his wheat farm 
to come into production.  He was also an amateur veterinary expert, so he was in demand with the other 
settlers.  His son, Fred, wrote about him in these words: "He was a man deeply committed to public affairs and to the 
community.  He was a quiet man who never boasted, but was always dependable and strictly honest in his 
opinion."  He was very fond of horses and brought some race horses with him from Moyston.  The very first race 
meeting was held in Joseph's paddock in the early 1880s, and there were many other successful meetings held.  A 
man called Scobie was employed by Joseph to train and care for the horses.  In later years Scobie moved to 
Melbourne and became a very well-known and skilful horse trainer.  This great love of horses has been inherited by 
his grandson, Alf, and so the old farm has never been without light horses.  Joseph had an interest in several 
agencies in the town including wheat buying, so that when the sons Edmund and Arthur were old enough to work the 
farm, much of Joseph's time was spent with these other interests. 
 
Joseph's wife, Emma, was musical and was the district pianist and church organist for many years. They were both 
practising Christians and brought up their family to love and honour God and their fellow men and women.  Emma's 
third son, Fred, said of her when he was old: "One goes back in thought to scenes of many years ago.  Many stand 
out since early childhood.  How the music lovers loved to gather around her at the piano.  How sometimes, with her 
family in the evenings, she would play old tunes from memory, while the hours flew, always adding, or so it seemed, 
new grace to their sweetness and beauty.  Clothed always as in a mantle of kindness and sympathy, across the 
years, her personal values seem somehow to live on.  Memories come, echoing through time, and claim attention for 
those who knew her.”  She was indeed a gracious lady.  Together they had ten children: Ida, Annie, Edmund, 
Frances, Mary (May), Arthur, Frederick, Holderness, Isabel, Josephine and Olive. 
  



Joseph's wife Emma (nee Smith) was visiting her brother when she suddenly took ill, there at Maryborough, and died 
on 6th June, 1901, at the age of 55.  She was buried in the Amhurst Cemetery, near Talbot, with other members of 
her family.  Joseph died at Quambatook in the old home on 13th August, 1905, at the age of 71 years and was 
buried near his wife in the Amhurst Cemetery. 
  
What became of the family of ten? The eldest child, Ida, married Tom Smith and went to live in Swan 
Hill.  Unfortunately, she developed a serious illness at the age of 24 years, and died there, leaving no family. 

 
Annie, the second eldest, was a very clever girl who won a scholarship which 
enabled her to train as a teacher and she became the first teacher at the school 
in Quambatook.  A story is told of how she saved enough money to buy a piano 
as a gift to her mother, Emma, who was very musical.  The piano arrived — the 
first piano to come into the district — so everyone was excited and a crowd 
followed the waggon to the old home and listened while Emma played to 
them.  Later, Annie married Jack Holmes, a Solicitor, and went to live at 
Busselton, in Western Australia.  She died there in 1930, leaving no family. 
  
  
  
Edmund, being the eldest son of a large family, had to shoulder heavy 
responsibilities from a very young age.  In his youth he helped his father with 
many building projects, e.g. the Tittybong School. From his father he inherited 
the desire to be a good public citizen, and he became a staunch member of 
many of the town's committees in adult years. He remained on the farm and 
continued to work it after the other sons had gone further afield.  In the year 
1904, he married Ellen Gulley, who had come from the Tarnagulla district to 
assist in a store owned by Mr Berrett.  Edmund and Ellen had two daughters, 
Vida and Mildred, and one son, Alfred.  Edmund was a most highly respected 
citizen, and very progressive in his thinking.  As will be seen by the following list 
of committees upon which he served.  He used his time and talents for the 
benefit of the community.   
 

Edmund was a member of: 
 the committee which planned the purchase of land which 

is now the site for the Park and sporting areas and he 
was one of the first Park Trustees 

 the committee which worked towards getting the first 
Town Water Supply going in 1906   

 the Avoca River Trust and the Agricultural Society 
 the Quambatook Bush Nursing Hospital and the Doctors' 

committees 
 the committee which obtained electricity for Quambatook 

in 1926 
 the Farmers' Union (1917-18) which later became the 

Country Party 
 he was a Director of the Quambatook Stores from I912 
 a Councillor of the Shire of Kerang from 1922 and a few 

years onwards 
 in addition, he was State Tax and Probate Assessor for 

the Victorian Government, a Land Valuer for the Kerang 
Shire and a Justice of the Peace 

 Edmund was a staunch member of the Church of 
England, and its Secretary from 1913 to 1951. 

  
His wife, Ellen, was a woman full of energy and capability.  She 
assisted her husband with the general farm work, as well as 
attending to home duties, always extending hospitality to 
relatives and friends.  She was well known with her cooking 

Figure6: Annie 

Figure7: Edmund and Ellen (Gulley) on their wedding day 



contributions at all Church and School functions and was an excellent gardener who always had a beautiful flower 
and vegetable garden. 
  
Edmund and Ellen built a new home in 1919 at the town end of the farm and this is still the farm home.  Edmund's 
wife passed away in 1948 and Edmund died three years later. 

 
Frances Mary (May) married about 1891 and went to live on a block on the 
Quambatook area to the north of the old farm.  She was a very kind and good 
woman loved by all.  She was an excellent home nurse, and in times of 
sickness often went to the help of neighbours.  Her husband Alfred Davis was 
killed, due to a fall from a horse, when their children, namely. Jack, May, Ida, 
Alf and Emma, were all very young.  Jack, the eldest son, was only 14 when 
his father died, and Emma was only a baby.  Son, Alf, was killed in France in 
the 1914-18 War.  May remained in Quambatook for many years and then 
when her family married and later Jack moved to Barellan, May spent her days 
visiting all in turn.  In her mid-sixties, while visiting Barellan, she died.  She had 
been a wonderful mother and neighbour, a great worker in the Presbyterian 
Church and for the Red Cross. 
 
Arthur, second eldest son of Joseph and Emma, worked on the home 
farm as a young man. In about the year 1900, Arthur went on to a farming 
property situated west of the railway 

line, between Lake Boga and Swan Hill.  He bought the property from the 
Burton family and his sister Isabel (Mrs Kerrison) used to travel over there 
to keep house for him. 
 
In 1902, Arthur married his cousin Mabel Smith and they continued on the 
farm.  They had 6 children, including twins.  Their names were: Amy, Joseph, 
Richard, Olive, Eva and Dorothy.  Olive, who was Richard's twin, was rather 
delicate and died as a young woman.  Times were difficult on the farm, and 
then came the drought of 1914 which was the final blow to the family.  They left 
the farm and moved into Swan Hill where they lived on the Little Murray.  Arthur 
was an expert on steam engines and so was able to obtain full employment 
servicing engines, pumps, etc., along the river.  He was also an excellent self-
taught farm machinery mechanic, with a great practical knowledge of repair 
work.  Four years later the family moved to a home in Federal Square where 

Arthur had a beautiful flower and 
vegetable garden.  He was very 
interested in exhibiting poultry at 
Agricultural Shows and won many prizes with his fine  
birds.  He was appointed in charge of levee banks on Pental Island 
(between the Murray and Little Murray) irrigation farms by Longeronong 
College.  Many years before, he had learnt from his uncle Clarence Smith 
how to survey, level and lay-out irrigation plots, using his uncle's theodolite. 
Although only self-trained, he was quite an expert in this particular field.  He 
had a bright, cheery disposition and an excellent sense of humour, which 
made him very good company.  All except one of the family settled in the 
Swan Hill area after marriage.  Dick, a bachelor, still lives in the home in 
Federal Square to which his parents moved sixty years ago.  Arthur died in 
November, 1943, while Mabel predeceased him in July, 1936.  Mabel was 
very musical and artistic and made everyone welcome in her home. 
 
Frederick, having spent his youth at Quambatook, joined one of the survey 
teams of the Victorian Railways in the early 1900s.  From there he went to 
work as a contract miner in the Blocks Mining Company at Mt. Lyell 
Mine.  He married a Tasmanian girl, Lucy Bound, and they had seven 
children: Maurice (deceased). Gilbert (deceased), Hilda, Gordon, John, 
Olive and Tom.  As the years passed, Fred was given positions of great 
responsibility until he became Travelling Boss at the Mt. Lyell Mine.  He 
was a devout Christian, a member of the Methodist Church of which he was 

Figure8: Frances Mary (known as May) 

Figure 9: Arthur 

Figure 10: Frederick & Lucy  



Circuit Steward and Sunday School Superintendent.  Leaving Queenstown at the point of retirement in 1946, he 
returned to Victoria where he became a Home Missioner in the Methodist Church and had appointments al 
Laanecoorie and Lima East.  He died in the year 1964 in Melbourne.  His wife, who predeceased him, was a good 
wife and mother and supported her husband well in all his Christian work.  During his latter years, Fred researched 
and compiled a history of the Quambatook area and many facts in this article are drawn from his records. 
 
Holderness grew up on the farm, went to Tasmania for a few years, and then 
returned to the home farm.  At the time of the 1914-18 War he enlisted for 
Service overseas and went over there with others from Quambatook, namely 
his young nephew, Alf Davis, Jim Corrigan, and Edward Cottrell. He was badly 
wounded and put in Hospital in England.  He could have accepted a discharge, 
but he expressed a desire to go back to France to find his nephew Alf, Edward 
Cottrell, Jim Corrigan, and the other boys.  He returned, but tragically he found 
that Alf had been killed, similarly Edward Cottrell, and he himself was killed in 
his first action.  He was a very fine well-built young man and he was chosen to 
be one of the King's Guard at a London parade.  He was aged 37 when he was 
killed in 1917, and all his Quambatook mates also paid the supreme sacrifice.  
  
Isabel and her sister Josie went for a holiday to visit Fred in Tasmania, 
accompanied by Holderness. Whilst there, they met two young men who later 
became their husbands.  Isabel married Fred Kerrison and they lived in 
Melbourne where Fred was engaged in a Carrier's business.  They had five 
children: Lyell, Kenneth, Kathleen, Harold and Len.  Isabel was a fine Christian 
woman who gave of her time and talents to assist the work of the Church to 
which she belonged — the Church of Christ.  She and her husband went through the very difficult years of the 
depression in the city at a time when employment was so difficult to find for the family.  However, they battled 
through both the depression and the War years, and better times followed.  Fred Kerrison died, and his wife passed 
away in 1962.                                                                                             

     
Figure 12: Isabel & Frederick                                                                      Figure 13: Josephine and Herbert  

Figure 11: Holderness 



Josephine married Herbert Plant at Quambatook in the year 1908; they 
went to Melbourne first and then on to a block at Chillingollah.  Bert had 
contracted Miners' complaint while working in the Mt- Lyell mine in 
Tasmania and his health was badly impaired because of this.  Josie and 
Bert had five children: Arthur (deceased), Reginald, Ella, Cedric 
(deceased) and Eva. They had many very difficult years on the farm 
during the droughts and depressions, but they had a happy family 
life.  Josie was a great Christian and she was an inspiration to her 
family.  Her husband died in the year 1927 whilst the family were all quite 
young, and Arthur, being the eldest son, had to take great 
responsibilities. Josie lived on to reach a good age and passed away in 
1965, having seen all her family married, except for Arthur, who 
continued on the farm for many years until his tragic death in 1976. 
  
Olive (see right) married William Woonton in 1911 and this was the first 
Church of England wedding in Quambatook.  They then went to live on a 
block al Waitchie which they very successfully farmed. They had six 
children: Edna, Fred, Grace, Mabel, William and Russell.  Olive and Bill 
retired to Swan Hill.  Olive died in 1974.  Bill in 1959 or 60.  Olive was a 
good mother, setting a fine Christian example for all the family.  She 
made many friends and never a bad word for anyone passed her lips, for 
she was superior and ladylike. 
 

 
Many changes in 100 years 
  
Let us now conclude with a short summary of the changes on this farm since Joseph and Emma settled here one 
hundred years ago on the 240-acre block.  A few years later, another 280 acres were added to the farm, the new 
blocks being those that are on the west side of the railway line.  It is said that Annie, the teacher, contributed money 
to pay for these.  The crop was sown by the broadcast method, then with a drill drawn by three horses.  As the 
sowing machines became larger, so did the number of horses increase.  For instance, in Edmund and son Alfred's 
time, the crop was sown with a combine (seed and super) and a ten-horse team.  Edmund generally employed men 
to drive the team, but when Alf became the farmer, he drove the team. 

 
In Edmund's time, a steam engine was used for power for the chaff 
cutting, pumping, etc.  The Cletrack caterpillar tractor took its place.  In 
the drought years of the 1940s the horses had to be sent to Gippsland 
for agistment.  This was a very expensive project and not very 

successful as many of the horses died, so 
Edmund and Alf decided to invest in a 
tractor.  The first tractor was a small Case 
Model C, then Twin City U Model, then 
Massey-Ferguson Perkins, followed by a 
Fordson Power Major, a 660 International 
and now a Super 90 Chamberlain as used 
on the farm today. 
 
 

Edmund and Ellen in later years  

Alf Adamthwaite   



In the year 1940, Alf added another 640 acres to the farm when he purchased a block across on the east side of the 
river. With the modern tractor and combine, about 150 acres of crop per day can be sown. In place of the strippers 
and winnowers of early times, a 6-foot McKay Harvester was purchased in 1926.  Now a much larger machine, a 14-
foot power-drive International Header strips the harvest each year.  The farm has changed from haystacks to fuel 
tanks. 
  
The irrigation from the Avoca, which was begun in Joseph's time, still provides water to grow lucerne and fodder for 
horses, and cows kept for milk supply.  The farm has never been without horses — the love of them having been 
passed down from Joseph to the third and fourth generations.  Each generation has had its good riders, and in 
particular Alf has taught not only his own children and grandchildren to ride, but also many other local boys and 
girls (see Alf above right). 
  
Methods of transport have changed from bullock waggons to trucks and semi-trailers, and from horse-drawn vehicles 
to motor cars.  Grain handling has changed from cornsacks, wheat lumpers and wheat stacks to bulk handling — 
from bag loaders to wheat augers and from 
stacks to silos. 
  
In the shearing world, the electrically-driven machines have taken the place of the blades and charges for shearing 
have risen from 12 shillings per 100 to $60 per 100, and properly values from $3 to $200 per acre. 
  
In the last hundred years, this farm has seen abundant years, severe droughts of 1914 and the 1940s, the 
depression of the 1930s, good prices and low prices yet it has provided a good living because those who lived here 
were prepared to make sacrifices in the lean times, so that the farm would still be there for the generations who 
followed. 
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